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Dear all, 

In this new edition of the AAC Flash Info, we would like
to update you on a variety of activities performed by
the Atlantic Arc Commission from December 2023 to
February 2024. The year 2024 will be a pivotal one
with the incoming European elections. Together, let’s
move forward and achieve a greater prosperity in the
Atlantic area! In this Flash Info, you will find highlights
on the AAC Plenary session, the Hub Meetings, and
other actions and news related to the Atlantic.

We wish you a pleasant reading!
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ATLANTIC COOPERATION
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The General Affairs Council, held on 12 December 2023 under the
Spanish Presidency of the Council, has included an information
point on the Atlantic Macro-Region. Spain and other interested
Member States agreed to work under the Belgian presidency on
the exploration of the Atlantic Macro-Region.

THE ATLANTIC MACRO-REGION IN THE
GENERAL AFFAIRS COUNCIL

The AAC held its Plenary Session during the General Assembly of the
CPMR, on 16 November 2023 in St Malo. Chaired by María Ángeles
Elorza Zubiría, Secretary General for the EU & External Actions, Basque
Government, the session involved key representatives of the Atlantic
civil society to share their views on the Atlantic Macro-Region:

Mr Pazos, Rector of University of Cantabria, currently leading
CRUSOE, a network gathering Universities from Spain and Portugal,
shared CRUSOE’s interest to reinforce cooperation at the Atlantic
level via a Macro-Region.
The Atlantic network of Chambers of Commerce, born in June
2023 and represented by Mr Zudaire Arana, President of the Bilbao
Chamber of commerce  presented its Declaration in favour of an
Atlantic Macro-Region to reinforce cooperation on connectivity
and attractiveness.
The French Atlantic Economic and Social Committees,  “Les CESER
de l’Atlantique” represented by Mr Girod, presented their report on
the Macro-Region, stressing the importance of a reinforced
cooperation on maritime issues as well as hinterland development.

The AAC Member Regions have been working on the topic since 2018, with key milestones:
- 2020: Adoption of an AAC Political Declaration on the Macro-Region
- 2021 : Trilateral declaration between Spain, France and Portugal agreeing to explore the creation of
an Atlantic Macro-Region
- 2021: European Parliament and CoR report in favour of creating an Atlantic Macro-Region
- 2023: Adoption of the Cardiff Declaration at the AAC General Assembly, sketching the contours of a
potential Macro-Region for the Atlantic. 

In this context, the AAC will continue to discuss with Member States, the Commission and the Atlantic
civil society to ensure that this project is fit to the current Atlantic challenges and work on the ground. 

THE ATLANTIC CIVIL SOCIETY SUPPORTS THE EVOLUTION TOWARDS AN
ATLANTIC MACRO-REGION

Credits: Elodie Burillon / Région Bretagne

https://redcrusoe.com/
https://www.camarabilbao.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/declaracion-camaras-comercio-arco-atlantico-210623.pdf
https://www.bretagne.bzh/app/uploads/sites/8/2023/10/Synthese-etude-macro-region-atlantique-session-du-2.10.23.pdf#:~:text=Les%20CESER%20de%20l'Atlantique%20appuient%20l'id%C3%A9e%20selon%20laquelle,notamment%20la%20place%20des%20CESER.
https://cpmr-atlantic.org/download/political-declaration-of-the-atlantic-arc-commission-cardiff-2023/
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Lehendakari Urkullu, President of the Basque Government, and
of the AAC, met with Commissioner Ferreira in Brussels on 30
January 2024 to ask for support for the creation of the Atlantic
Macro-Region. He presented the Macro-Region as a way to
ensure the Atlantic area’s influence in the distribution of rail
investments and energy connections, now that Europe is looking
to eastward enlargement. 

Commissioner Ferreira also engaged in a dialogue with the
Atlantic Chambers of Commerce which held a discussion on the
Macro-Region during their Assembly on 2nd February in Oporto,
where they recalled their support to the Macro-Region.

COMMISSIONER FERREIRA MEETS WITH
ATLANTIC REGIONS AND CIVIL SOCIETY

Credits: European Union

Credits: Cámara de Comercio de Bilbao

ATLANTIC COOPERATION

 THE ATLANTIC STRATEGY’S  RENEWED PRIORITIES
FOR 2024

In January, France has taken over the presidency of the Strategy for 2024. It has expressed its intention
to  operationalise the Strategy, engage more with Atlantic regional authorities and stakeholders,
reinforce cooperation with non-EU partners, and ensure cross sea-basins strategies reflections. In
particular, given that Portugal will lead the WestMed initiative, joint activities between the Atlantic
Strategy ad the WestMed will be organised throughout the year. Next meeting of the ASC will be held in
March 2024. It will have a specific focus on Pillar II ‘Skills and Ocean Literacy” and cooperation with the
UK. In this respect, the AAC Secretariat will present it Pilot Project “transatlantic cooperation scheme for
the green recovery of the Atlantic area”. 

The hearing of Mr Elio Di Rupo, Minister President of Wallonia, was
organised by REGI Committee on 23 January 2024. As responsible
for Cohesion Policy, Elio Di Rupo was questioned on his support to
the emergence of the Atlantic Macro-Region, to which he answers
he would be very attentive to any development.

REGI COMMITTEE ASKS SUPPORT FOR THE
ATLANTIC DURING THE BELGIAN PRESIDENCY

Credits: European Union



THE AAC COLLECTS REGIONAL DATA ON
DECARBONISATION OF THE FISHING FLEET

In December 2023, the AAC Fisheries and Aquaculture launched a
questionnaire to collect regional data on the decarbonisation of the

fishing fleet. So far, answers received showed that the average age of
the Atlantic fleet is around 30 years old. The decarbonisation of the fleet
requires important investments while ensuring the sustainability of the

fishing activity in time. Modernising fishing boats for an improved energy
efficiency is very challenging. On this basis, AAC will p﻿repare a specific
contribution to feed into the CPMR policy position to be voted in the
CPMR General Assembly in October 2024. It should contribute to the
discussions of the European Commission‘s Energy Transition
Partnership.into the discussions of the European Commission‘s Energy
Transition Partnership. 

During the last AAC Marine Renewable Energies Working Group meeting,
the Basque Energy Agency presented an interesting example of pre-
commercial public procurement to develop Marine Renewable Energy
projects in the Atlantic. This example will serve as a basis for a more
general mapping of funding mechanisms developed at regional level to
support the deployment of offshore renewable energies. As recalled by
AEE (Asociación Empresarial Eólica) during the meeting, floating offshore
wind represents the most promising technology for the Atlantic area.

THE AAC TO BOOST FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR
OFFSHORE RENEWABLE ENERGIES

The Atlantic area, as a gateway for maritime transport to Europe, has faced
several maritime incidents in the last years. In December 2023, hundreds of
thousands of plastic pellets have covered beaches in Galicia, Asturias and
Cantabria after a container was lost by a merchant ship off the coast of
Portugal. A year before, in January and February 2023, the same type of
pollution from another container loss plagued the coasts of Brittany, Pays de
la Loire and Normandy in France. In light of the ongoing negotiations on the
Regulation on Preventing Plastic Pellet Losses to reduce microplastic
pollution, the AAC Ocean Pollution Working Group decided to send a letter
to EU institutions inviting them to increase ambitions to properly address
this problem. You can consult it here.

THE AAC POSITION ON THE REGULATION ON
PREVENTING PLASTIC PELLET LOSSES

MARITIME AFFAIRS
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https://cpmr-atlantic.org/download/letter-to-the-eu-institutions-on-the-regulation-preventing-plastic-pellets/


As expressed in various AAC Declarations, the peripherality of the
Atlantic Area is a remaining issue impacting its attractivity and
capacity to engage fully in the green transition.
In 2019, the AAC had anticipated the publication of the
Commission’s proposal on a new TEN-T Regulation gathering a
series of proposals to ensure that territorial accessibility in the
Atlantic is a key priority of the Regulation (read the AAC
Declaration). The Declaration also included proposals to update
the TEN-T maps. After a long period of negotiations, co-legislators
reached an agreement on 18 December 2023 which includes some
AAC positions:

the role of the European coordinators has been strengthened
and the alignment of national plans with the European
objectives will be more constraining.
the gradual completion of the TEN-T networks by 2030, 2040
and 2050

TEN-T REGULATION: IMPORTANT
IMPROVMENTS OF THE ATLANTIC

ACCESSIBILITY
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ACCESSIBILITY AND ATTRACTIVITY

Six out of the seventeen amendments to  the map proposed by  the
AAC have been included (see Annex I):
- Inclusion of part of the railway sections connecting the southern part
of Spain and Portugal;
- Inclusion of the railway crossborder section between the regions of
Galicia (ES) and Norte (PT) in the Extended Core network;
- Inclusion of the port of Santander (ES) to the Core network;
- Inclusion of the Rail Road Terminal of Basque Country Agglomeration
(FR);
- Inclusion of the railway section Galway-Sligo (IE) in the
comprehensive network;
- Inclusion of the port of Galway (IE) in the comprehensive network.

Next steps will be the entry into force of the TEN-T regulation in May
2024. Under the leadership of the Basque Country, the AAC Transport
Working Group will monitor the reflexion on TEN-T methodology, the
Connecting Europe Facility budget, and updates in the Atlantic
corridor workplan.

A A C  F L A S H  I N F O

https://cpmr-atlantic.org/download/a-tnt-t-policy-at-the-service-of-the-sustainable-development-of-the-atlantic-area/?wpdmdl=12116&refresh=65dc4b514acf71708936017&ind=1622188906426
https://cpmr-atlantic.org/download/a-tnt-t-policy-at-the-service-of-the-sustainable-development-of-the-atlantic-area/?wpdmdl=12116&refresh=65dc4b514acf71708936017&ind=1622188906426
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When taking over the leadership of the Tourism and Culture Working
group of the AAC, Cantabria Government put sustainable tourism as
a key topic of discussion among regional authorities. A questionnaire
was launched to harness the experiences and practices of Atlantic
Regions which were then discussed on the occasion of the AAC Hub
meetings on 31st January 2024.

In particular, Regions got to know more the PISTA project, presented
by the University of Evora, boosting sustainable tourism in Alentejo via
the dissemination of information and knowledge. Brittany Region also
presented the specific territorial governance put in place to ensure
the coordination of stakeholders towards a sustainable management
of tourism. To further deepen these discussions, a seminar on Atlantic
tourism will be organised in the second semester of 2024 in
Santander. Stay tune!

ATLANTIC SUSTAINABLE TOURISM AT THE HEART
OF DISCUSSIONS AMONG REGIONS
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ACCESSIBILITY AND ATTRACTIVITY

The CCDR do Lisboa e Vale do Tejo took over the leadership of the AAC Innovation Working Group to
cooperate along with their innovation stakeholders and develop a catalogue of innovations ‘Made
in Atlantic‘. To this end, a brainstorming session was organised during the Hub Meetings to have a
basis of content for the future document. Another meeting will be held back to back with the AAC
General Assembly to move forwards with the creation of the catalogue.

This action echoes the developments at EU level on R&I policies. On 8 December 2023, the Council
approved conclusions which stresses the need for a stronger role for local and regional authorities
to strengthen competitive R&I ecosystems and recalls the important role in promoting inter-regional
cooperation and the exchange of best practices beyond national borders. In terms of future actions,
conclusions consider to introduce measures to coordinate Union, national and regional initiatives to
attract or retain talent and improve their R&I capacities.

STRENGTHENING INNOVATIONS “MADE IN ATLANTIC” VIA
COLLABORATIONS

https://pista.hpc.uevora.pt/en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-16450-2023-INIT/en/pdf
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UPDATE ON CPMR ACTIVITIES

CPMR CLIMATE GROUP
UNVEILS CARBON SINK SUB-
GROUP AND FUTURE ONLINE

PLATFORM
During the recent CPMR Climate
Working Group meeting in Brussels,
regions proudly launched the Carbon
Sink Sub-Group, epitomizing their
commitment to climate action per the
CPMR 2023-2025 roadmap. The Marche
Region will lead this venture as Vice-
Chair of the Working Group.

The sub-group aims at analysing regional authorities' role in advancing EU blue and green carbon
sink actions, facilitating internal discourse on green and blue carbon challenges, focusing on policy
priorities and access to funding. 

Additionally, the CPMR Climate Working Group seeks to contribute to the CPMR's "Online Knowledge
Inventory" (OKI) methodology for data and best practices identification and develop a strategic
vision for lobbying at EU and national levels. This platform will be led by Andalucía Region, as Chair of
the Working Group. Once operational, the OKI will deliver a unified inventory encompassing Climate
Action efforts, providing information on projects, policies, and good practices. It will also operate as a
platform for intervention sharing and collaboration among CPMR member regions. Get in touch to hop
aboard the subgroup and steer the future of the OKI's endeavours!

CPMR COHESION CORE GROUP MEETS
WITH THE BELGIAN PRESIDENCY

The CPMR Cohesion CORE Group meeting took place in
Brussels on 23 February, in the presence of the Belgian
Presidency of the Council. During the meeting, the Presidency
recalled that Cohesion Policy is an essential long-term
investment instrument for strengthening the EU with the
Regions. The CPMR Members regions discussed on that
occasion of two draft policy documents on the future of
INTERREG, and the future of Cohesion policy, to be approved
in the next CPMR Political Bureau in Patras, in March 2024. 

d

In parallel, it is to be noted that the REGI Committee has developed an own initiative report on the
implementation of Cohesion Policy 2014-2020 with recommendations for the future. The Indicative
plenary sitting date is set on 11/03/24. See report here.

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2121(INI)


On 21 February, the SEArica Intergroup of the European
Parliament organised the discussion “Turning the tide:
How to drive climate resilience in coastal and maritime
infrastructure?” hosted by MEP Josianne Cutajar. 

CLIMATE RESILIENCE: PAYS DE LA
LOIRE’S EXPERIENCE PRESENTED AT THE

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

Among participants, Pays de la Loire presented the Regional Observatory for Coastal Risks (OR2C)
which provides key information to support regional policy-making and territorial planning for climate
adaptation, especially with regard to coastal spatial retreat. The CPMR Members also got the
opportunity to discuss the EU support to coastal and maritime adaptation together with representatives
from the EU Commission, European Investment Bank, European Environmental Agency and Climate-KIC.
MEP Cutajar called for further and quicker support for a sustainable future of coastal and maritime
communities. What’s next? the SEArica Intergroup will hold its final conference on 7 March at the
European Parliament and online. 
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UPDATE ON OTHER CPMR FILES

PROVISIONAL AGREEMENT ON NET
ZERO INDUSTRY ACT (NZIA)

On 6 February, the Council and the European
Parliament reached a provisional agreement on
the NZIA which aims at boosting the clean
energy manufacturing capacities in the EU. 

Among novelties, the Act plans to streamline
rules on construction permit procedures ; create
net-zero industrial valleys and skills academies;
regulate public procurement on net-zero
technologies. Interestingly, when member state
designs an auction for the deployment of
renewable energy technologies, they will be
able to apply both pre-qualification and award
criteria which are not price-related.  For more
information on CPMR messages on NZIA check
out CPMR Manifesto.

PROVISIONAL AGREEMENT ON
THE NATURE RESTORATION

LAW
On 9 November 2023, the co-legislators reached a
provisional agreement on the Nature Restoration
Law which was then approved in Plenary on 27
February 2024. It sets that EU countries must
restore at least 30% of habitats in poor condition
by 2030, 60% by 2040, and 90% by 2050.  Co-
legislators added exceptions measures for
agricultural ecosystems and for renewable energy
projects. EU countries should give priority to
Natura 2000 areas until 2030. Member states will
also have to adopt national restoration plans
detailing how they intend to achieve these targets.
Link to that the AAC Secretariat had developed a
technical paper in February 2023 identifying
interlinkages with various legislative files with
territorial implications on coastal areas. It also
highlighted the short timeframe for national plans
to be developed in coordination with regional
authorities. Check out CPMR Manifesto‘s specific
message on NRL.

https://www.searica.eu/2020-2024/events-2019-2024/searica-event-on-how-to-drive-climate-resilience-in-coastal-and-maritime-infrastructure
https://www.searica.eu/2020-2024/events-2019-2024/searica-final-event-conference
https://www.searica.eu/2020-2024/events-2019-2024/searica-final-event-conference
https://www.searica.eu/2020-2024/events-2019-2024/searica-final-event-conference
https://www.searica.eu/2020-2024/events-2019-2024/searica-final-event-conference
https://www.searica.eu/2020-2024/events-2019-2024/searica-final-event-conference
https://www.searica.eu/2020-2024/events-2019-2024/searica-final-event-conference
https://www.searica.eu/2020-2024/events-2019-2024/searica-final-event-conference
https://www.searica.eu/2020-2024/events-2019-2024/searica-final-event-conference
https://www.searica.eu/2020-2024/events-2019-2024/searica-final-event-conference
https://www.searica.eu/2020-2024/events-2019-2024/searica-final-event-conference
https://www.searica.eu/2020-2024/events-2019-2024/searica-final-event-conference
https://cpmr.org/wpdm-package/cpmr-final-declaration-2023/
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/natura-2000_en
https://cpmr-atlantic.org/download/aac-technical-note-eu-nature-restoration-law_policy-brief/
https://cpmr.org/wpdm-package/cpmr-final-declaration-2023/
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UPDATE ON AAC PROJECTS

 Full list of AAC projects available here

BlueMissionAA project’s Annual Event was held in
Cascais, Portugal, on 29 and 30 November to
advance on the workplan after one year of
implementation. The AAC will support the
development of Recommendations for further
alignment between RIS3 and the Ocean Mission
objectives. A draft document will be shared with
AAC Members over the course of 2024. The
expected release is planned after the CPMR
General Assembly in October 2024.

FLORES was featured during the CPMR Seminar on Offshore
Renewable Energies organised on 16 November in St Malo,
back to back with the CPMR 50th anniversary. It was the
occasion to present the aim of the project to the CPMR
Members and allow them to join the Community of Users.

SMARTDEC. Focusing on the decarbonisation of
the Atlantic fleet, this Interreg Atlantic Area
project will have kick-off in Brussels on 6 March
2024, back to back with BlueInvest Conference.
As the leader of WP5 focusing on the uptake of
the project outputs by regional authorities and
EU institutions, the AAC Secretariat will organise
a series of workshops with  AAC Regions and
support their reflexion on policy
recommendations on how to increase, finance
and develop decarbonisation options for vessels
based on Atlantic needs.

The ‘Transatlantic‘ pilot project, funded by the European
Parliament, kick started in January 2024 (read our press
article). Under the leadership of the CPMR AAC, partners will
work on Green Marine Infrastructure (ports, offshore
renewable energies) and Adaptation to Climate Change.
The main objective of the project is to develop cooperation      
fbetween EU Regions and non-EU Regions and stakeholders (clusters, universities, innovation SMEs).

     Next step : presentation of the pilot project by the AAC Secretariat during the Atlantic Strategy
Committee in March 2024, in Paris.
    The AAC Secretariat is also working on a Study on Decentralised Cooperation Agreements
between EU Regions and organisations from non-EU Atlantic area. 

The Community of Users should support members to monitor the results of the projects and use them
for their own work on skills in the offshore renewable energies. What’s next? The General Assembly of
the OREskills Consortium will take place on 20 March 2024 in Brussels. The AAC Secretariat will
support the partnership on the future Recommendations on How to overcome the barriers to the
creation of durable partnerships when it comes to training on ORE. 

https://cpmr-atlantic.org/projects/
https://oreskills.eu/community-pilot-actions/
https://cpmr-atlantic.org/uncategorized/kick-off-meeting-of-the-pilot-project-of-the-european-parliament-on-transatlantic-cooperation/16800/
https://cpmr-atlantic.org/uncategorized/kick-off-meeting-of-the-pilot-project-of-the-european-parliament-on-transatlantic-cooperation/16800/
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FOCUS ON AN ATLANTIC REGION: ALENTEJO

L e t ’ s  g e t  t o  k n o w  A l e n t e j o !  

AAC F lash  I n fo  a ims  a t  g i v i ng  the  f loor  to  i t s  Member
Reg ions ,  to  expres s  t he i r  v iews  on  the i r  p r io r i t y  top ic s
i n  t he  f ramework  o f  t he  CPMR A t lan t ic  A rc  Commis s ion .

Th i s  month ,  we  i n te rv iewed CCDR A len te jo  I . P . ’ s
P res iden t ,  Mr  An tón io  Ce ia  da  S i l va ,  who  took  up  th i s
pos i t ion  s i nce  October  2020 .  P r io r  to  th i s ,  Mr  Ce ia  da
S i l va  has  occup ied  var iou s  pos i t ions  i n  t he  tou r i sm
secto r ,  ho ld ing  a  PhD  i n  Tou r i sm  f rom the  I n s t i t u te  o f
Geography  and  Spat ia l  P lann ing .  He  was  p res iden t  o f
the  São  Mamede Tou r i sm  Au thor i t y  f rom 1995  to  2008 .
He  has  a l so  been  a  Member  o f  t he  Por tuguese
Par l iament  f rom 2005 to  2008 .

A f t e r  3 5  y e a r s  o f  A l e n t e j o  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n
t h e  A A C  a n d  a s  a  n e w  y e a r  i s  s t a r t i n g ,  w h a t
a r e  t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  o f  y o u r  R e g i o n  f o r  2 0 2 4 ?

As  the  P res iden t  o f  CCDR A len te jo ,  I . P .  t he
pr io r i t ie s  fo r  2024  wou ld  focus  on  h igh l igh t i ng
the  s ign i f i can t  p rogres s  ach ieved  and  the
ongo ing  s t ra teg ies  t ha t  a re  shap ing  the  f u t u re
o f  ou r  reg ion .

Over  t he  year s ,  ou r  reg ion  has  demons t ra ted  a
remarkab le  ab i l i t y  to  adapt  and  evo l ve ,  wh i le
s tay ing  t r ue  to  i t s  r i ch  cu l t u ra l  and
env i ronmenta l  he r i tage .  An  example  o f  t h i s  i s
t he  ongo ing  second  phase  o f  i n f ras t r uc tu re  o f
the  Regional  Techno logy  T rans fer  Sys tem ,
wh ich  represen t s  a  s ign i f i can t  con t r ibu t ion  to
s t rengthen ing  the  reg ion ' s  compet i t i ve
advantages .

I n  para l le l ,  we  are  focused  on  v i r t uous l y
i n te ract ing  w i th  t he  dynamics  o f  new bus ines s
locat ions  observed  i n  t he  reg ion ,  e spec ia l l y  i n
emerg ing  sec to r s  s uch  as  aeronaut ics ,
renewable  energ ies ,  and  t ranspor t  log i s t ics .
We  are  act i ve l y  seek ing  the  knowledge and
serv ices  t ha t  t hese  new bus ines s  dynamics  can
of fe r ,  a im ing  to  leverage  reg iona l
deve lopment .

Moreover ,  we  are  i n tegrat ing  i nnovat i ve
responses  to  the  needs  o f  knowledge and
economic  app l icat ion  re la ted  to  c l imate
change mi t igat ion  and  adaptat ion ,  and  the
imp lementat ion  o f  a  c i rcu lar  economy model .

I n  s ummary ,  ou r  v i s ion  fo r  2024  i s  o f  a  reg ion
that  no t  on l y  re sponds  to  cu r ren t  changes  and
cha l lenges  bu t  a l so  leads  w i th  i nnovat ion  and
su s ta inab i l i t y .

G ﻿i v e n  t h e  E U  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  d e v e l o p
r e g i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  o n  k e y  s e c t o r s ,  i n
w h i c h  i n n o v a t i v e  a r e a s  w o u l d  A l e n t e j o
c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  A t l a n t i c  R e g i o n s ?

Given  ou r  r i ch  her i tage  and  fo rward- look ing
approach ,  we  see  immense  poten t ia l  i n
sec to r s  l i ke  bioeconomy,  energy ,  and
tour i sm .  These  a reas  no t  on l y  re sonate  w i th
ou r  reg iona l  s t rength s  bu t  a l so  o f fe r
s ign i f i can t  leverage  fo r  jo in t  p ro jec t s .

B ioeconomy  presen t s  a  un ique  oppor tun i t y
to  exp lo re  su s ta inab le  u se  o f  b io log ica l
re sou rces ,  t u rn ing  them in to  va luab le
product s  rang ing  f rom food  to  b ioenergy .  

I n  energy ,  ou r  focus  i s  on  renewable
sou rces  and  energy  t rans i t ion ,  a l ign ing  w i th
su s ta inab i l i t y  goa l s  and  energy  e f f i c iency .

Tou r i sm  i s  another  v i ta l  a rea  where  we  a im
to  co l laborate .  Our  reg ion ' s  r i ch  cu l t u ra l
and  natu ra l  he r i tage  prov ides  a  per fec t
canvas  fo r  deve lop ing  su s ta inab le  tou r i sm
pract ices .  I t  no t  on l y  a t t rac t s  tou r i s t s  bu t
a l so  p rese rves  ou r  he r i tage  fo r  f u t u re
generat ions .  Together  w i th  t he  cu l t u ra l  and
creat i ve  ecosy s tem ,  wh ich  cons t i t u te s  a
fundamenta l  i n s t r ument  fo r  deve lopment
and  has  a  poten t ia l  fo r  aggregat ion
between  A r t s ,  Cu l t u re  and  Her i tage ,
cond i t ions  a re  favou rab le  to  s t rengthen ing
the  a t t rac t i venes s  o f  t he  te r r i to ry .

F i na l l y ,  t he  f ie ld s  o f  c i rcu lar  economy  and
dig i ta l i zat ion  are  c ruc ia l .  They  a l ign  w i th
A len te jo ' s  spec ia l i za t ion  s t ra tegy  and  are
re levant  i n  o ther  te r r i to r ie s ,  par t icu la r l y
w i th in  Eu ro reg ions .
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The  Reg ion  has  i nves ted  i n  renewable  re sou rces
and  the  t rans i t ion  to  c i rcu la r  economy  mode l s
that  va l ue  the  te r r i to ry  and  promote  te r r i to r ia l
cohes ion .

The  Por t  o f  S ines ,  a  key  i ndus t r ia l  and  log i s t i c s
area ,  combines  heavy  i n f ras t r uc tu re  w i th
product i ve  capabi l i t ie s  and  exper t i se  i n  t he
automat ion  o f  sh ipp ing  and  f re igh t  p roces ses .  I t
i s  deep ly  i n tegrated  i n to  the  nat iona l ,  Eu ropean ,
and  g loba l  economy ,  mark ing  a  s ign i f i can t
aspect  o f  t he  reg ion ’ s  economy
in te rnat iona l i za t ion .  I t  a l so  benef i t s  f rom
exce l len t  na tu ra l  cond i t ions  fo r  mar i t ime  acces s
and  con t i nues  on  a  path  o f  i nves tment .  Notab le
deve lopment s  i nc l ude  the  expans ion  o f  Te rm ina l
XX I ,  t he  new Vasco  da  Gama te rm ina l ,  and  the
Por t  Tech  C lu s te r .  These  p ro jec t s  a re  p i vo ta l  i n
knowledge t rans fe r ,  new re f iner ies ,
t ransat lant ic  cables ,  and  hubs  fo r  renewable
gases  product ion ,  l i ke  green  hydrogen ,  u s i ng
photovo l ta ic  energy .

A len te jo ’ s  coas t  a l so  o f fe r s  favou rab le
cond i t ions  fo r  i nnovat ion  i n  t rad i t iona l  sec to r s  o f
the  b l ue  economy  such  as  aquacu l tu re .  I n
summary ,  l everag ing  the  un ique  advantages  o f
the  Por t  o f  S i nes  and  the  r ich  mar i t ime  resou rces
o f  ou r  coas t l i ne ,  A len te jo  i s  we l l -pos i t ioned  to
lead  i n  t he  B l ue  Economy .

T ﻿he  Region ’ s  s t rong  her i tage  must  now adapt  to
deve lop  sus ta inable  tour i sm pract ices .  In  v iew
of  Evora  as  the  European  Capi ta l  o f  Cu l tu re
2027 ,  what  types  o f  act ions  are  implemented  in
CCDR A lente jo  to  ensure  a  sus ta inable  tour i sm?

The  cand idacy  o f  Évora  as  t he  Eu ropean  Capi ta l
o f  Cu l t u re  i n  2027  under l i nes  t he  impor tance  o f
reva lu ing  the  re la t ionsh ips  between  reg iona l
u rban  cen t res  and  the i r  s u r round ing  te r r i to r ie s .

Th i s  i n i t ia t i ve  goes  beyond  mere  cu l t u ra l
p rogramming ,  p romot ing  the  reg ion ' s  he r i tage  i n
re la t ion  to  natura l  capi ta l ,  urban  ameni t ies ,
col lect ive  serv ices ,  and  dig i ta l  connect iv i ty .

Ou r  s t ra teg ic  commi tment  to  s u s ta inab le  tou r i sm
growth  by  2027  encompasses  ident i fy ing  new
products/serv ices  and s t rateg ic  des t inat ions
neces sary  to  enhance  A len te jo ' s  ro le  i n  na t iona l
tou r i sm  deve lopment .  Th i s  i nc l udes  enr ich ing
tour i sm products  and  exper iences ,  a l ign ing  the
deve lopment  o f  tou r i sm  i n  t he  reg ion  w i th  u rban
and  soc ia l  deve lopment .  Add i t iona l l y ,  addres s i ng
the  i s s ue  o f  doub le  seasona l i t y  (both  annua l  and
week l y )  i s  c ruc ia l  to  pos i t i ve ly  impact
employment  oppor tun i t ies  i n  t he  reg ion .  

The  t rans format ion  o f  por t s  has  been  at  the
core  o f  the  AAC act iv i t ie s  la te ly  v ia  i t s
par t ic ipat ion  in  the  AspBAN pro ject .  In  th i s
respect ,  cou ld  you  te l l  u s  how i s  the  Region
adapt ing  to  the  new chal lenges  o f  por t s
decarbonat ion  and  d ig i ta l i sat ion?

The  A len te jo  reg ion  i s  ac t i ve l y  engag ing  i n
the  t rans fo rmat ion  o f  por t s ,  a  key  focus  o f  t he
At lan t ic  A rc  Commis s ion .  Our  approach  to
these  cha l lenges  i s  two-pronged ,  focus ing  on
both  decarbon izat ion  and dig i ta l i zat ion  of
ou r  por t  i n f ras t r uc tu res .

Led  by  the  por t  o f  S i nes ,  t he  s t ra teg ic
in i t ia t i ves  i n  t he  Decarbon izat ion  o f  Por t s  a re
a imed at  reduc ing  the  carbon  footpr in t  o f
por t  operat ions .  Th i s  i nc l udes  i nves t i ng  i n
green  energy  so l u t ions ,  s uch  as ,  so la r  and
wind  energy  to  power  por t  ac t i v i t ie s .  We a l so
want  to  s uppor t  t he  exp lo ra t ion  o f  i nnovat i ve
techno log ies  fo r  c leaner  and  more  e f f i c ien t
f ue l  a l te rnat i ves  fo r  sh ipp ing  and  log i s t i c s
operat ions .  The  goa l  i s  to  c reate  a
su s ta inab le  mode l  fo r  por t  operat ions  t ha t
a l igns  w i th  b roader  env i ronmenta l  goa l s  and
EU d i rec t i ves  on  carbon  neu t ra l i t y .

On  the  d ig i ta l  f ron t ,  we  cons ider  o f  ex t reme
impor tance  to  imp lement  advanced
techno log ies  to  enhance  the  e f f i c iency  and
secur i t y  o f  por t  operat ions .  Th i s  i nc l udes  the
i n tegrat ion  o f  IoT  ( I n te rne t  o f  Th ings )
so l u t ions  fo r  rea l - t ime  mon i to r i ng  and
management  o f  por t  ac t i v i t ie s ,  t he  u se  o f  A I
(A r t i f i c ia l  I n te l l igence)  fo r  p red ic t i ve
main tenance  and  log i s t i c s  opt im izat ion ,  and
b lockcha in  techno logy  fo r  secu re  and
t ransparen t  s upp ly  cha in  management .  

These  e f fo r t s  a re  par t  o f  a  b roader  reg iona l
deve lopment  s t ra tegy  that  a ims  to  pos i t ion
A len te jo  as  a  leader  i n  s u s ta inab le  and  smar t
por t  operat ions .  
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Deve lop ing  an  At lant ic  B lue  and  Green
Transpor t  Cor r idor  has  been  one  o f  the  key
chal lenges  o f  the  AAC in  the  las t  years .  Now
that  the  TEN-T  negot iat ions  are  over ,  what
does  A lente jo  expect  fo r  the  coming  year?

The  comple t ion  o f  t he  TEN-T  negot ia t ions  mark s
a  s ign i f i can t  m i le s tone  i n  ou r  e f fo r t s  to  deve lop
an  A t lan t ic  B l ue  and  Green  T ranspor t  Cor r idor .
Th i s  deve lopment  has  been  one  o f  t he  key
cha l lenges  o f  t he  A t lan t ic  A rc  Commis s ion  i n
recent  year s .  Fo r  A len te jo ,  t he  coming  year  i s
expected  to  be  a  per iod  o f  s ign i f i can t  p rogres s
and  oppor tun i t y .

Our  p r imary  expectat ion  i s  to  see  f u r the r
advancement  i n  t he  i n tegrat ion  o f  sus ta inable
t ranspor t  modes  wi th in  t he  reg ion .  The  B l ue
and  Green  T ranspor t  Cor r idor  i n i t ia t i ve  i s  no t
j u s t  abou t  enhanc ing  phys ica l  i n f ras t r uc tu re ;
i t ' s  a l so  about  fo s te r i ng  a  more  su s ta inab le  and
ef f ic ien t  t ranspor t  s y s tem ,  wh ich  i nc l udes
mar i t ime ,  road ,  and  ra i l .

Our  expectat ions  fo r  t he  coming  year ,
e spec ia l l y  i n  t he  a f te rmath  o f  t he  TEN-T
negot ia t ions ,  a re  f u r the r  augmented  by  ou r
engagement  w i th  t he  A t lan t ic  A rc  Commis s ion .
A len te jo ' s  i nvo l vement  i n  t h i s  b roader  reg iona l
co l laborat ion  a l igns  w i th  ou r  commi tment  to
su s ta inab le  and  e f f i c ien t  t ranspor t  s y s tems .

I n  s ummary ,  t he  coming  year  fo r  A len te jo  i s
seen  as  a  p i vo ta l  t ime  to  cap i ta l i ze  on  these
new oppor tun i t ie s  and  f rameworks .  Our  focus
w i l l  be  on  con t i nu ing  to  bu i ld  a  sus ta inable ,
res i l ient ,  and  in terconnected  reg ion ,  a l igned
wi th  t he  b roader  goa l s  o f  t he  Eu ropean  Un ion
and  the  needs  o f  ou r  loca l  commun i t ie s .

The  Genera l  A f fa i r s  Counc i l ,  he ld  on  12
December  2023 ,  opened the  poss ib i l i ty  o f  the
work  at  EU  leve l  to  c reate  an  At lant ic  Macro-
Region .  What  are  your  expectat ions  about
th i s  p rocess?

We have  h igh  expectat ions  fo r  t h i s  p roces s  and
i t s  poten t ia l  to  b r i ng  about  pos i t i ve  change
and oppor tun i t ie s  fo r  A len te jo .  F i r s t  and
fo remos t ,  we  an t ic ipate  that  t he  es tab l i shment
o f  an  A t lan t ic  Macro-Reg ion  w i l l  p rov ide  a
f ramework  fo r  enhanced cooperat ion  and
co l laborat ion  among A t lan t ic  reg ions  w i th in  t he
Eu ropean  Un ion ,  s har ing  bes t  p ract ices  and
leverag ing  co l lec t i ve  s t rength s  to  addres s
common  cha l lenges  such  as  c l imate  change,
economic  d i spar i t ie s ,  and  sus ta inable
deve lopment .  

Fu r thermore ,  we  expect  t ha t  t he  c reat ion  o f  an
At lan t ic  Macro-Reg ion  w i l l  l ead  to  i ncreased
v i s ib i l i ty  and  recogni t ion  o f  t he  un ique
characte r i s t i c s  and  poten t ia l  o f  ou r  reg ion  on
the  Eu ropean  s tage .  Th i s  recogn i t ion  can  open
door s  to  add i t iona l  f und ing  oppor tun i t ie s ,
i n ves tment ,  and  suppor t  fo r  p ro jec t s  and
in i t ia t i ves  t ha t  con t r ibu te  to  the  economic ,
soc ia l ,  and  env i ronmenta l  we l l -be ing  o f
A len te jo .  Overa l l ,  ou r  expectat ions  a re
opt im i s t ic ,  and  we  look  fo rward  to  ac t i ve l y
par t ic ipat ing  i n  t he  p roces s  and  shape  a
br igh te r  and  more  p rosperous  f u t u re  fo r  ou r
reg ion  and  i t s  i nhab i tan t s .

I s  there  any  other  in format ion  you  wou ld  l ike
to  share  wi th  AAC Regions?

As  P res iden t  o f  CCDR A len te jo ,  I . P .  I  wou ld  l i ke
to  take  th i s  oppor tun i t y  to  share  that  we  are
eager  to  exp lore  fu r ther  co l laborat ion
oppor tun i t ies  w i th  o ther  AAC Regions ,
par t icu la r l y  i n  a reas  re la ted  to  su s ta inab le
deve lopment ,  i nnovat ion ,  and  economic  g rowth .

A len te jo  boas t s  a  d i ve r se  range  o f  s t rength s ,
i nc l ud ing  a  r ich  cu l t u ra l  he r i tage ,  na tu ra l
beauty ,  and  a  sk i l l ed  work fo rce .  We be l ieve
that  by  leverag ing  these  s t rength s  t h rough
s t ra teg ic  par tner sh ips  and  co l laborat i ve
pro jec t s ,  we  can  un lock  new oppor tun i t ies  fo r
su s ta inab le  deve lopment  and  prosper i t y .  I  am
conf iden t  t ha t  by  work ing  together ,  AAC
Regions  can  harnes s  t he i r  co l lec t i ve  poten t ia l
to  ach ieve  shared  goa l s  and  c reate  a  b r igh te r
f u tu re  fo r  a l l .  

The re fo re ,  I  ex tend  a  warm inv i ta t ion  to
represen ta t i ves  o f  t he  AAC Reg ions  to  jo in  u s  i n
S ines  fo r  t he  At lant ic  Arc  Commiss ion ' s
Genera l  As sembly  on  Apr i l  9 th  and  10th ,  2024 .
T h i s  gather ing  w i l l  p rov ide  an  exce l len t
oppor tun i t y  to  con t i nue  ou r  co l laborat ion
e f fo r t s  and  s t rengthen  ou r  par tner sh ips  fo r  t he
benef i t  o f  ou r  reg ions .

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  P r e s i d e n t  C e i a
d a  S i l v a  f o r  y o u r  w e l c o m e  i n  S i n e s !
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

CPMR/ AAC EVENTS

5 March 2024, Valencia, Spain. CPMR
Migration Seminar

6 March 2024, Brussels, Belgium. Kick Off
meeting of SMARTDEC project

21-22 March 2024, Patras, Greece. CPMR
Political Bureau

9-10 April 2024, Sines, Portugal. AAC
General Assembly

16 May 2024, tbc. CPMR Transport and
Energy seminar 

11-13 June 2024, Brussels, Belgium. AAC
Marine Renewable Energies Working Group
back to back with the EU Sustainable
Energy Week (tbc)

11-12 June 2024, Shkodër, Albania. CPMR
Political Bureau

2-4 October 2024, Gozo, Malta. CPMR
General Assembly and AAC Plenary meeting

25 October 2024, Santander, Spain. AAC
Tourism WG (tbc)

4-8 November 2024, Québec, Canada:
AAC on-field visit (tbc)

 

EXTERNAL EVENTS

4-5 March 2024, Brussels, Belgium.  
Annual Forum of the Mission “Restore our
Ocean and Waters”

7 March 2024, Brussels, Belgium.
BlueInvest Day

18 March 2024, Paris, France. Atlantic
Strategy Committee

18-19 March 2024, Mons, Belgium. EU
Regions & Cities Summit

20-22 March 2024, Bilbao, Spain,
WindEurope Conference

2-5 April 2024, Brussels, Belgium,
Connecting Europe Days

30-31 May 2024, Svendborg, Denmark.
European Maritime Days

6-9 June 2024, European Parliament
elections

12-13 June 2024, Brussels, Belgium. EU
Macro-Regions Week & EU Sustainable
Energy week

12-14 June 2024, Nantes, France.
OCEANEXT 2024 Conference

26-28 June 2024, Nantes, France.
SEANERGY event & ASC meeting

3-7 July 2024, Bajo Guadania, Portugal.
Atlantic Games 2024

15-17 October 2024, Brest, France.
SEATEC week & ASC meeting

19-20 November 2024, Bordeaux,
France. National Conference on the
Economy of the Sea & Atlantic
Stakeholder Platform Conference (tbc)
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50e conférence des Régions Périphériques et Maritime, à
Saint-Malo, du 15 au 17 novembre
15/11/2023, Le Télégramme

Loïg Chesnais-Girard élu nouveau président des régions
périphériques et maritimes européennes
15/11/2023, Région Bretagne

El Presidente De Cámarabilbao Expone Ante La Comisión
Arco Atlántico El Rol De Las Cámaras Para Contribuir Al
Desarrollo De La Región
16/11/2023, Cámarabilbao 

Cámaras del Arco Atlántico destacan su posición
"inmejorable" de cara a la construcción de la
macrorregión atlántica
16/11/2023, Europa Press

Navarra defiende crear la macrorregión del Arco
Atlántico como un entorno de oportunidades para las
energías renovables
16/11/2023, Noticias Navarra

El Presidente de CámaraBilbao expone ante la Comisión
Arco Atlántico el rol de las Cámaras para contribuir al
desarrollo de la Región
16/11/2023, Cámara Bilbao

Régions maritimes d’Europe: la Bretagne prend la barre
17/11/2023, Le Télégramme

Galicia begins working to create a large common front
between the European regions and the United Kingdom,
where the fishing sector is strategic
19/11/2023, SmallCapNews

El rector de la UC, Ángel Pazos, presenta la red CRUSOE
en la 51ª Asamblea de la Conferencia de las Regiones
Marítimas Periféricas
20/11/2023, Noticias Universidad de Cantabria

Joaquín Almunia aboga en Cámarabilbao por ampliar los
fondos Next Generation
21/11/2023, El Canal

Ollo defiende convertir la Comisión del Arco Atlántico en
macrorregión
23/11/2023, Noticias de Navarra

El Gobierno de Cantabria urge una reunión con el nuevo
ministro de Transportes para impulsar las inversiones
comprometidas en conexiones ferroviarias
11/12/2023, Gobierno de Cantabria

La UE retrasa la creación de la Macrorregión del Arco
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11/12/2023, Las Provincias
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Villares se reúne en Bruselas con representantes de la
Bretaña Francesa para defender la importancia de la
pesca
16/11/2023, Europa Pres﻿s

Galicia y Bretaña presionan para que Europa apueste
por la soberanía alimentaria
12/12/2023, La Voz de Galicia

La Unión Europea aborda la propuesta de
Macrorregión Atlántica
12/12/2023, Deia
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13/12/2023, El Correo

El Gobierno vasco califica de “hito” que la UE trabaje ya
por la Macrorregión Atlántica
14/12/2023, Deia

Quelle place pour les régions maritimes dans la
politique européenne de cohésion ?
21/12/2023, Toute l’Europe

La Macrorregión Atlántica se presentará el 2 de febrero
en Oporto
17/01/2024, La Voz de Asturias

Le Québec représenté à l'Assemblée générale de la
CRPM à Saint-Malo
26/01/2024, Québec Actualités

El Lehendakari constata en Bruselas que Euskadi es una
comunidad "conocida y reconocida en Europa"
30/01/2024, Euskadi

Cámaras de Comercio del Arco Atlántico se reúnen en
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Câmaras de comércio do Norte de Portugal, Galiza e
Sul de França querem criar macrorregião
02/02/2024, Sapo
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